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Mr. President, 
 
At the outset, I would like to thank the delegation of China for having convened this important open 
debate. 
 
Azerbaijan has been a staunch promoter of the people-centered development approach, including 
through transformational changes to remodel the country’s economy with a focus on sustainability, 
inclusive growth, social justice and clean energy. Over the last 20 years, more than 310 billion US 
dollars have been invested in Azerbaijan’s economy, including around 200 billion in the non-energy 
sector.  
 
Furthermore, Azerbaijan has transformed into one of the key transport and logis�cs hubs between 
Europe and Asia, greatly contributing to the development of trans-regional connectivity projects, 
investing in transport infrastructure and widening cooperation with regional partners.  
 
All these efforts have been undertaken despite decades of armed conflict and its devastating 
humanitarian and economic impact.  
 
Earlier this month, on November 8, Azerbaijan celebrated the third anniversary of the Victory Day to 
mark the end of the thirty-year Armenian aggression and occupa�on. 
 
The causes of the war are indica�ve of how ethno-na�onalist ideology, the rejec�on of diversity and 
the aspira�on for monoethnicity can be a driving force domina�ng over universal principles, 
sustainable and inclusive development and the prospects and benefits of regional coopera�on.  
 
Those who ordered and perpetrated mass atroci�es against civilians and other protected persons in 
my country were inspired by the objec�ves of ethnic purity in one of the most horrific campaigns of 
systemic racial discrimina�on in recent history. They first expelled more than 200,000 Azerbaijanis 
from their historical homeland in Armenia and today deny their right of return, then ethnically 
cleansed all occupied territories of their more than 700,000 Azerbaijani popula�on, razed 9 ci�es 
and hundreds of villages in Azerbaijan to the ground and looted, vandalized and destroyed 
thousands of our cultural and religious sites.  
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Those in Armenia who refrain from prosecu�ng serious crimes commi�ed by its forces, shy away 
from shedding light on the fate of almost 4,000 missing Azerbaijanis, as well as planted hundreds of 
thousands of landmines and other explosive devices in the formerly occupied territories and refuse 
now to disclose their loca�ons are guided by the same hate mo�ves.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
Providing support to States affected by conflict and engaged in post-conflict peacebuilding is and 
must remain a critical commitment of the United Nations. Such support and solidarity are critical to 
my country and many States around the world that are overcoming the severe consequences of 
conflicts. 
 
A�er the end of the war three years ago, Azerbaijan has priori�zed the demining, rehabilita�on and 
reconstruc�on of the liberated territories and their reintegra�on into the country’s economy to 
ensure the safe and dignified return of the displaced popula�on and the high standard of living. Life 
is gradually returning to these lands and the first groups of displaced families have already returned 
to their places of origin. 
 
Despite the post-conflict peace and development prospects, Armenia opted for maintaining 
territorial claims, refusing to completely withdraw its armed forces from the territory of Azerbaijan, 
further inci�ng violent ethnic separa�sm in my country and increasing armed provoca�ons on the 
ground.   
 
The security measures taken by Azerbaijan in its Karabakh region within less than 24 hours this 
September ensured the restora�on of the State’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, in full 
conformity with the rights and responsibili�es vested in States in accordance with the U.N. Charter 
and interna�onal law to protect their na�onals and react to an unlawful military presence of foreign 
troops and illegal armed forma�ons on their territory. 
 
As the main obstacles to advancing the agenda for the normalization of inter-State relations have 
been eliminated, we expect that Armenia will strictly abide by its international obligations, cease 
and desist from disinformation and misinformation and engage faithfully in efforts to build peace 
and stability in the region. 
 
Attempts by some non-regional States to turn the South Caucasus into an object of geopolitical 
rivalry and confrontation, including by arming Armenia and encouraging its hate propaganda, do 
not serve peace, reconciliation and inclusive development. 
 
Azerbaijan will continue its development and peace sustaining efforts in the region and will further 
contribute to global endevours to ensure equitable access of developing countries to financing, 
development resources and benefits of progress. 
 
Thank you. 


